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INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the second of a series of articles intended to be a reference guide to 
sporting gliders built by British manufacturers. I decided to ñbite the bulletò by 
starting with far and away the most demanding, namely the gliders built by 
Slingsbys. However, after Slingsbys thereôs no question the next most demanding 
by a country mile is that of Elliotts of Newbury!  
 
This has essentially been a compilation effort pulling together information from a 
number of sources. However, Iôve also done a great deal of cross checking. 
Sources of course can be wrong, so if you spot information you believe to be 
incorrect please contact the author at FGBradney@outlook.com . Please also 
contact me if you have interesting new information as itôs likely Iôll be updating the 
document from time to time.  
 
The main sources are: 
 

¶ Norman Ellisonôs ñBritish Gliders and Sailplanes 1922 ï 1970ò ISBN 0 7136 
1189 8 

 

¶ The ñMerseyside 1970ò publication 
 

¶ Richard Cawsey http://www.rcawsey.co.uk 
 

¶ Scale Soaring http://www.scalesoaring.co.uk/ 
 

¶ The amazing archive of gliding magazines hosted on the Lakes Gliding 
Clubôs website http://www,lakesgc.co.uk 
 

¶ Much appreciated advice from a number of VGC members: Dave 
Goldsmith, Geoff Moore, Peter Purdie, Al Stacey, Bruce Stephenson, 
Howard Torode + Wally Kahn 
 

¶ David Ince, the Elliotts test pilot. Iôm hugely indebted to David for a mass of 
new information on the history of the Olympia 4 series of gliders. This very 
much ñinside storyò makes fascinating reading. Virtually all of the changes 
Iôve made in version 3 of this document are new material on the evolution of 
the Olympia 4ôs all the way up to the Olympia 465, plus new pictures. 
 

 
Glyn Bradney, 14th August 2014 
 
 
 

mailto:FGBradney@outlook.com
http://www.rcawsey.co.uk/
http://www.scalesoaring.co.uk/
http://www,lakesgc.co.uk/
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HISTORY OF THE COMPANY 
 
Elliotts came into existence in 1870 as ñElliotts Moulding and Joinery Company 
Ltdò, founded by Samuel Elliott. They were renamed ñElliotts of Newbury Ltdò in 
1895. During the First World War they were responsible for a significant proportion 
of the wooden ammunition boxes produced, this from a workforce comprised 90% 
by women.  
 
Between the wars they specialised in making furniture being well known for making 
pews for churches. Even today you will find many references to Elliotts made 
furniture on the internet, ñElliottsò is seen as a great British furniture design. 
 
During the Second World War again a largely female workforce built components 
for many military aircraft, Spitfires, Mosquitos, and the Airspeed Oxford to name 
three. This is where the association of Elliotts with gliding began as they also made 
components for the Horsa glider. Wikipedia states they built about a third of the 
approximate 5000 Horsas constructed, but I think itôs more accurate to say they 
produced Horsa components rather than complete aircraft. Wikipedia also says 
they were responsible for the powered Hamilcar X which was intended for use in 
the Pacific war. However, the prototype was converted from a Hamilcar 1 so 
ñinvolvedò is likely more accurate than saying they actually built it.  
 
With the Second World War ended it was only natural that Elliotts would want to 
resume furniture manufacturing. However, for reasons unknown the Board of Trade 
would not agree to this until 1948. This is where making gliders maintained 
employment for their work force, see below how this started with the Chilton 
Olympia.  
 
The managing director at the time was Horace Buckingham who was a very keen 
supporter of the UK gliding movement. He died in the summer of 1965 and this 
caused a review of the Elliotts business. It was deemed to be unprofitable and so 
glider production ended. In April of 1966 Slingsbys advertised they were taking 
over production of EoN sailplanes. However, none were ever built at 
Kirbymoorside, though they did repairs and supplied spares. 
 
Elliotts closed in 1974. Their factory known as Albert Works was situated at 
Strawberry Hill, Newbury. This was demolished in the late 1970s and replaced with 
the UK headquarters of the German company Bayer. 
 
 
THE CHILTON AIRCRAFT COMPANY 
 
This company was formed in 1937 by Andrew Dalrymple and Alexander Ward. 
Post the Second World War they became interested in making gliders and Dudley 
Hiscox of the London Gliding Club persuaded them they should produce their own 
version of the pre war DFS Meise designed for the 1940 Olympic Games in 
Helsinki, which never happened due to the outbreak of the Second World War. The 
drawings they had were inadequate so they produced their own, and whilst 
maintaining the shape of the Meise it was effectively a new glider. Note that the 
wings were built by Elliotts of Newbury. 
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The prototype first flew on the 11th August 1946 and Chiltons received a good 
number of orders. However, Andrew Dalyrymple was killed flying a Fiesler Storch 
near Hungerford on Xmas day 1945 and this resulted in Chiltons losing interest in 
glider production. Post Dalrympleôs death the production rights were sold to Elliotts. 
 
The one and only Chilton built Olympia flew for a number of years including its last 
spell as the Irish registered IGA 103. It then became neglected and as so many 
vintage gliders suffered from being kept in a trailer that was not weather tight. It 
was finally sadly burnt at the end of January 1970 after being stored in the open 
behind a hangar and completely covered in snow!  
 
The plans for 3 Chilton Olympias were sold to Australia and Dave Goldsmith 
advises me at least two of them were completed and remarkably are still flying in 
Australia.  
 

 
 
(The famous Chilton Olympia ñYellow Witchò in Australia, courtesy of Marijke 
Waalkens) 
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(The second Australian Chilton Olympia, VH-GLY, courtesy of Dave Goldsmith) 
 
ELLIOTT TYPE 5 OLYMPIA 1/2/3 
 
The first fully Elliotts built Olympia was BGA 501 which first flew at White Waltham 
on the 17th Jan 1947 ï this was written off in April 1955. There were 3 varieties 
produced: 
 

¶ Olympia 1. This had a skid and no fixed wheel. I donôt believe there are any 
of the original Olympia 1s left that havenôt been modified with a fixed wheel. 
 

¶ Olympia 2. This had a fixed wheel. There was a weakness in the tail 
construction which could and did result in failure during aerobatics/heavy 
landings. This resulted in the Olympia 2b and I believe all original Oly 2s 
have been modified to this standard. 
 

¶ Olympia 3. A detachable dolly wheel that could be jettisoned shortly after 
take-off. Very few of these were made or sold, Richard Cawseyôs records of 
Olympia production doesnôt list any Oly 3s. I think we can be sure that they 
were all subsequently converted to 2bôs. 
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(Olympia 2, BBH, courtesy of the Kent GC, Challock (www.kent-gliding-club.co.uk)) 
 
Being refused permission to manufacture furniture Elliotts put all their effort into 
building Olympias. By the end of 1947 they had produced 100 which were retailed 
at a price of £495. This was an astonishing number given the hesitant recovery of 
the British gliding movement in post war austerity hit Great Britain. Not surprisingly 
despite the OIympia being a truly excellent glider for its time, selling that number 
took a very long time. Whatôs even more surprising is that they embarked on 
another production run of 50 despite in 1953 their still having 40 of the original 100 
unsold. The total built by Elliotts is recorded as 150 though some were sold as kits 
and itôs uncertain whether these are part of the 150. Also some of the components 
held in stock, eg wings, fuselages, were used with crashed Olympias rather than 
repairing the damage. 
 
Given that the Olympia is a viceless glider with really excellent handling itôs not too 
surprising that a good number survive to this day. We had 7 at the 41st International 
VGC rally held at Lasham in August 2013 including the two used by the Empire 
Test Pilots School beautifully restored to their blue RAF livery. 
 

 
 
(Former Empire Test Pilots School Olympia 2 landing at Rivar Hill. Courtesy of 
Richard Cawsey) 
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(Olympia 2b ñBKSò, BGA 1035, EoN/O/144, courtesy of ScaleSoaringUK (Note the 
tail of Geoff Mooreôs Mu13-D3 just beyond the Olympia nose ï the Mu13 is now 
part of the GHC collection)) 
 
See Richard Cawseyôs Olympia production list: 
http://www.rcawsey.co.uk/Olympia.htm 
 
Also see the wonderful UK Scale Soaring article: 
http://www.scalesoaring.co.uk/VINTAGE/Documentation/Olympia/Olympia.ht
ml  
 
THE TYPE 5 OLYMPIA 4 
 
In the early 1950s the very significant gain in performance from using laminar flow 
wings became very clear through the American built RJ5 sailplane breaking many 
records in the US. With the advice of two RAE Farnborough engineers, Roger 
Austin and Harry Midwood, both glider pilots, Elliotts built a single set of 15m 
laminar flow wings. The laminar surface was achieved by having ribs spaced at 
much closer intervals than was the norm ï the wings had about 3 times as many 
ribs as the normal Olympia. Additionally the wings featured a deeper aerofoil 
section with the max thickness further aft + the wooden surface skinning similarly 
extended.These wings were mated with an Olympia 1 tail and fuselage, the aircraft 
(G-ALNF) first flying in 1954.  
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Geoffrey Stephenson flew it to 14th place (out of 33) in the 1954 World 
Championships held at Camphill, the weather in the contest was absolutely awful. 
 

 
 
(The famous picture of David Ince with the Olympia 4 taken at the 1955 Lasham 
Nationals where he flew it to 4th place ï would have been 2nd but for the strange 
rule of dropping a pilotôs lowest daily score. Courtesy of David Ince)  
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(Also taken at the 1955 Lasham Nationals. Courtesy of David Ince) 
 
THE TYPE 5 OLYMPIA 402 
 
Elliotts extended the Olympia 4ôs 15m wings to 17m and the US pilot, Bill Ivans, 
flew this very successfully to 5th place (out of 45) in the 1956 World Championships 
held at St Yan, France. Earlier David Ince had won the Lasham Whitsun rally 
beating all of Philip Wills, Nick Goodhart, and Tony Deane Drummond in their 
Skylark 3s. Unfortunately on the final contest day of the St Yan Worlds Bill Ivans 
crashed whilst field landing in very turbulent conditions. The glider was written off 
and Bill Ivans quite badly injured though he subsequently made a full recovery. 
 

 
 
(Olympia 402 taken at Twinwood Farm on the 17th March 1956. Note the reverse 
taper ailerons widening towards the tip. Courtesy of David Ince) 
 
THE TYPE 6 OLYMPIA 403 
 
Finished by Elliotts just in time for the 1957 UK National Championships held at 
Lasham. This used a new set of 17m wings, the same as the 402 apart from some 
changes to the ailerons, with a completely redesigned fuselage. Tony Goodhart 
flew it to 3rd place (out of 26) and would have been 2nd but for the quirky rule 
whereby a pilotôs worst dayôs results were discarded. David Ince suffered a similar 
fate in the 1955 Nationals flying the original Olympia 4 to 4th place. David also flew 
the aircraft to 2nd place in the very first aerobatic sailplane competition held in the 
UK, this at Dunstable in Sept 1957. Derek Piggott won the 1961 aerobatic 
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championships, again at Dunstable, flying the 403. 
 

 
 
(Olympia 403 at Lasham, courtesy of Paul Haliday) 
 
David Ince comments on the 403: 
 

The 403 was a decent performance glider.  Yet, under the then existing 
Worlds contest structure, it could only qualify for the Open Class, where it 
would be inferior to the superb 419. The latter having already been measured 
on a series of partial glides, flown from Twinwood Farm on 7th April 1958, as 
some 5% better than the Skylark III at all speeds.  
 
Also: 
 
In handling qualities the three EoN gliders (403, 415, 419) all had the benefit 
of the powerful all moving tail and Frise ailerons.  All had the benefit of good 
pitch control in inverted flight and a high roll rate. All were excellent 
aerobatic machines.  But the 403, with the most balanced handling, was 
judged to be the best. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Originally the 403, c/n EON/4/001, was G-APEW, comp no ñ73ò though it was later 
comp no ñ90ò. It was owned by Elliotts until 1962 when it was sold to the RAFGSA 
(306), initially based at the Bannerdown club, Colerne. The GSA then sold it to the 
Andover Soaring Group (headed by Ralph Jones) in July 1965 where it became 
BGA 1278. 
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(The 403 as comp no ñ90ò at Bannerdown, note the droppable dolly wheel) 
 
 
 Unfortunately the original logbook(s) has been lost, the documentation begins with 
the 1965 logbook when the glider moved to the Andover SG. Originally the 403 had 
a droppable dolly rather than a fixed wheel. In May 1971 it was badly damaged in a 
field landing accident, effectively a write off. However, it was repaired though only 
to be very badly crashed again through colliding with a telegraph pole in May 1975, 
at this point a main fixed wheel was fitted. 
 
In 1981 the glider was sold to the Dumville brothers and moved to the Long Mynd 
where it last flew in 1998, then being stored in its trailer at a garden centre next to 
Manchester Ringway airport. The author purchased it from the Dumville brothers in 
2007 though it didnôt fly again until April 2011 due to the extensive restoration work 
needed on the glider and especially the trailer. The 403 remains at Lasham and 
certainly in 2014 is flying regularly.  
 
THE TYPE 6 OLYMPIA 419 
 
This was the version that Elliotts put into production, 7 were built. Post the success 
of the 403 Horace Buckingham asked Harry Midwood, head of the design team, for 
more performance and the result was the 419.The wings were based on those of 
the 403 but extended to 19m and whilst the fuselage looked very much the same 
as that of the 403 it was in fact a foot longer at 25 ½ ft. Some were built with a 
droppable dolly wheel rather than a fixed main wheel, these were designated 419x. 
The prototype first flew on 29th Mar 1958 and in 1959 Elliotts were advertising 419s 
at £2150 without instruments. For the time this was a very expensive sailplane, at 
the same time Elliotts were selling Olympia 2s for £800. 
 
Fair I think to say that the 419 was the highest performance wooden glider ever 
built in the UK, a bit better than Slingsbys Type 51 Dart 17. 419s performed 
reasonably well in World Championships up until the appearance of good numbers 
of ñglassò sailplanes in the late 1960s.  
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Thus Tony Deane Drummond flew a 419 to 7th place (out of 37) in the Open Class 
World Championships held at Leszno, Poland, in 1958 (Nick Goodhart was 2nd 
flying a Skylark 3). Nick Goodhart was 4th (out of 20) at Butzweiler, Germany, in 
1960. No 419s at the 1963 Argentina Worlds. John Williamson was 6th (out of 41) 
in the 1965 South Cerney Worlds just beating Nick Goodhart (7th) in the new Dart 
17, much to the chagrin of the Slingsby factory! 
 
At the National level 419s enjoyed a period of supremacy in the UK League 1 
Nationals. David Ince was 3rd in 1959, John Williamson 1st in 1961, Nick Goodhart 
1st in 1962, and Peter Scott 1st in 1963.  
 
Worth summarising what has happened to the seven 419s: 
 

¶ EoN/4/002, G-APLD. Believe this was the Army Gliding Club one, comp no 
72. Destroyed  on the ground by a storm in South Africa, I donôt have the 
date. 

 

¶ EoN/4/004, G-APLT. I think this is comp no 75 which Nick Goodhart won 
the 1962 League 1 in. Crashed and written off at Booker 21st July 1968. 
 

¶ EoN/4/006, RAFGSA 249, BGA 1923, comp no 86. The 419 that John 
Williamson won the 1961 League 1 in. This glider has for long disappeared 
off the radar screen with the strong possibility it no longer existed. However, 
it was discovered in late March 2014 residing in a trailer at Sutton Bank 
where we believe itôs been for over 20 years, not flown and likely never out 
of the trailer. The aircraft is dusty and dirty but the trailer appears to have 
remained weather tight during its long Sutton Bank sojourn. 
 

 
 
(The long lost 419, BGA 1923, 26th March 2014, courtesy of Colin Simpson) 
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¶ EoN/4/007, G-APSX, BGA 1052, BLK. This is the Peter Scott 419, comp no 
10, in which he won the 1963 League 1 Nationals. Still flying at the 
Staffordshire GC, Seighford and known as ñWild Gooseò. 
 

 
 

(ñWild Gooseò, originally owned by Peter Scott, courtesy of Richard Cawsey) 
 

¶ EoN/4/008. I believe this 419 was sold to the USSR where it was lost in a 
mid-air collision on an unknown date. 
 

¶ EoN/4/009, BGA 1051, BLJ. This was bought new by Alf Warminger and 
flown by him for a number of years with comp no 44. Based at the Long 
Mynd and believed to be flying, known as ñBig Birdò. 
 

 
 

(ñBig Birdò, courtesy of Richard Cawsey) 
 

¶ EoN/4/010, BGA 1960, ñDALò, RAFGSA 301. This aircraft was bought by 
Boris Kozuh in May 2004 from the David Judd UK syndicate and went to 
Lubljana,Slovenia. At the time of writing itôs believed this glider is still flying 
in Slovenia.  


