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New Gliders at the GHC
There are three in fact: the YS53 Sovereign, EoN Eton Primary, and a Grunau
Baby 2b, with the Sovereign being the star of the show.

YS53 Sovereign (G-DCXV)

This arrived at Lasham on Thursday 10th November having been trailed down
from the Bowland Forest Gliding Club. Paul Myers, the admin head of the
Sovereign syndicate at Bowland Forest has written an article about the day for
their club news (see page 5).

Latest Issue

Previously our aim has been to
produce an Autumn Newsletter to
brief GHC members as to what has
been going on over the year and what
the future looks like. However, it’s all
been rather hectic of late as you’ll
see, which is why the production of
this Newsletter has been held back
until now.
Great thanks to Nan Appleyard who
has organised all of the pieces into
a very presentable form. Chairman,
Tony Newbery, has written the article
on the second hangar project and
where we are, Colin Simpson the
article on the GHC Archives. The rest
of the material is from Glyn Bradney.

Help!

A plea from hangar and maintenance
manager Gary Pullen: “The GHC can
never do with enough help. There’s
always things to do, maintaining our
fleet of vintage gliders, keeping them
and the hangar clean, helping with
the guided tours and the simulator,
maintaining the trailers, etc.”

Our YS53 (G-DCXV) is the last two-seater built In the United Kingdom, first
flown on the 14th June 1974. The story starts with the Slingsby Type 53. The
prototype T53 first flew in March 1967 and the prime intention of this tandem
two-seater metal trainer was to provide a replacement for the Air Training Corps
for their now very long-in-the-tooth T21s and T31s. Indeed the ATC placed
a provisional order for 40 T53s. However, after testing evaluation the order
was never confirmed, a key consideration being that the spinning behaviour
was not seen as acceptable for a glider that was intended as a basic trainer.
The Slingsby fire on the 18th November 1968 destroyed four T53Bs and all
of the manufacturing jigs and tools. Slingsby never really recovered from
this disaster. In 1972 the design rights plus the reconstituted tooling and jigs
were sold to Yorkshire Sailplanes Ltd (YS) and the glider was renamed the
“Sovereign”, previously, post the Slingsby fire, it had been called the “Phoenix”.
YS were responsible for three Sovereigns but only ours, the last, is genuine YS
constructed. The first YS Sovereign was the T53C demonstrator acquired from
Slingsbys, and the second partly constructed from the wreckage of the T53B
prototype. The third (ours) wasn’t quite completed when Yorkshire Sailplanes
went into receivership. It was completed privately. (Continued next page:)

So if you want to help out, Sunday is
always a good day to come along to
find out what needs doing – the list is
endless!

Task Week 2017

Advance news on the 2017 Task
Week. We need to avoid Euroglide
which Lasham is hosting between
the 10th and 26th August (Note Sat
26th is prize giving, there’s no comp
flying).
So, whilst still to be confirmed, it’s
currently looking like Sunday 27th
Aug to Friday 1st Sept – with the 2nd
and 3rd as reserve days in case we
should hit a spell of bad weather,
which I’m sure won’t happen!
Glyn Bradney

(Continued:)
So G-DCXV has been very generously donated to the GHC by the T53 syndicate at Bowland Forest GC who’ve owned it
since 1987. This, EASA not Annex 2, glider is in lovely condition and it also has a very good metal trailer. 10th November
wasn’t too bad a flying day for what was now into winter. So after a spot of lunch a large group of GHC enthusiasts
rigged the Sovereign guided by Paul Myers, Henry Stott (the Bowland Forest chairman), and his wife Yvonne. Then to
the launch point for 4 aerotows with Paul Myers in the backseat showing the pilot in the front the ropes. It was agreed
that the handling was benign, APART FROM the spinning performance which needs to be appreciated.
All in all a great addition to the GHC fleet and one that we’re confident will prove very popular with members. Both
cockpits are very commodious and the visibility out unrivalled (unless you’re talking a Primary!). Performance is a bit
better than a K13, very close to that of a Bocian but probably not quite as good except at higher speeds

Grunau Baby 2b (BGA 5066 / KFW / D-6932)
This has been kindly donated by Roger Slade of the Park GC and was brought back to Lasham by Gary Pullen on the 8th
of October 2016. It’s a German Grunau recorded as
being completed in 1952 by Fluzeugbau Hersteller.
However, the UK restoration revealed that many of
the parts are date stamped 1943. So it looks very
much that it is a ‘hybrid’ put together from more
than one Grunau Baby.
Last flown in Germany on 6th May 1973, it was
brought to the UK by Roger Slade in 1994. A long
complete restoration then followed which appears
to have been completed in 2003. However, its first
UK flight wasn’t until five years later, on the 13th
July 2008.
The last recorded flight was in October 2010 though
it flew once more between October 2010 and March
2011. It looks to be in very good condition but will
need a very thorough inspection and C of A before
flying again.

EoN Eton (WP270)
The background is that this Elliotts of Newbury Type 7 Primary glider has long been owned by the Royal Airforce
Museum and for the past few years has been stored at their reserve collection base in Stafford. Back in May 2016 the
RAFM advertised their intention to dispose of it. They invited bids but price didn’t come into it, the RAFM were looking
for the best possible home for the glider. The GHC put together a bid and submitted it in July and I’m very pleased to
say we won!
There was a fair amount of paperwork to be done at the RAFM end and it didn’t become available for collection until late
in the year. We’re now looking for a decent day (not raining/snowing, not icy, not windy!) to go along to Stafford to pick
it up. Why does it have to be a really decent day? Well
because we have no option but to use an open trailer
due to the height of the A frame.
Will it fly when we get it back to Lasham? No idea!
Besides the condition of the glider we have to see
what documentation comes with it.
Note this glider type was very high on our list of “most
desirable” British gliders to obtain. Once it’s at Lasham
there’ll only be two Elliott types we don’t have – note
the original Olympia 4, which became the Olympia
402, and the Olympia 415 no longer exist (though
it’s somewhat conjecturable re the 415!). These are
the Olympia 401, just one built and flying at Bicester,
and the Olympia 419 on which we harbour hopes of
eventually getting one (seven built four still exist).

THE SECOND HANGAR AND FUTURE PLANS
Since the GHC opening in 2013 we have been very successful in collecting and preserving vintage gliders. A total of 22
gliders have been donated to the centre and we now have the most comprehensive collection of vintage British gliders
in the world. However, success has brought its own challenges. As most of you know, there is now insufficient space
in the hangar to display all the gliders to their best advantage and we can only accept new additions when they come
with weather-proof trailers. There is a desperate need for more accommodation hence the intention to build a second
hangar. This will be located to the south of the current hangar as shown in the picture.
The design will be the same as the
first hangar with a floor space of 30m
x 30m and doors facing east so that
gliders can be moved out onto the
grass meadow. The project will cost
about £130k.
About two thirds of this sum has
already been raised from donations
so we now have enough confidence to
start the preparatory work. Two initial
steps required before we can make
a start. Firstly, the East Hampshire
District Council needs to confirm that
planning permission is not required.
Secondly, we need the agreement
of the LGS CoM for our plans. With
these in place we can clear the site
and start laying the foundations.
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We plan to do most of this work
ourselves, as we did for the first
hangar, so there will be plenty of
scope for members to be involved. However, before we can move on and place a contract for the building itself we will
need to raise the great majority of the remaining needed money and so any donations or help with fund raising would
be very welcome.
This is a change from the original plan for the GHC as we envisaged it in 2012. At that time we thought that the second
phase of development should be a museum building. This was based on the hope that we would receive a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. However, after a great deal of planning work, our application was unsuccessful. The
project was seen as being too risky
because we are a relatively small,
amateur organisation. We will return
to the subject of a museum building
when the GHC is more mature.
The original plan also included
extending the first hangar to the west
in Phase 3 but we now realise that
it would be more practical to have a
separate building. Our collection will
continue to expand over the years
and eventually even a second hangar
will not be sufficient so we still plan to
extend the first hangar at some future
date.
A possible layout for the complete
GHC complex, our long term vision,
is shown right.
Tony Newbery
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GHC Archive Update
The Gliding Heritage Centre is greatly indebted to David Williams, who has made excellent progress since volunteering
to take on the role of GHC Archivist. A true unsung hero often supported by his wife, Tracey, he has made significant
inroads into cataloguing all the valuable documents and items donated to the GHC. You may be aware that David is also
the Vintage Glider Club Archivist so we benefit from the synergies between the roles
The archive is a significant part of the GHC collection and aims to preserve
interesting and valuable books, photos and ephemera.
One of the keys tasks is to document what we have. David already has
this well underway.
Another key task is scanning and documenting the thousands of photos
and slides that have been donated. We really could do with some help
with this arduous but very important task, not least in deciding which
deserve digitising.
There are four keys steps to this:
1.

Review every photo and discard those obviously not 		
relevant (e.g. those of the donor’s dog!)

2.

Scan the remainder to the GHC PC

3.

Add key information for every photo scanned for future 		
identification and use

4.

Set up a cross reference system

If you are able to support David in this valuable task, or want to get
involved in any aspect of the GHC Archive we would love to hear from
you.
We are also planning to improve the visitor experience to the GHC Hangar
by installing cabinets to display interesting archive items such as photos
and, for example, the history of barographs.

Here is David in the GHC Archive looking
justifiably proud of his efforts!
(Photo: Colin Simpson)

If you would like to help, please contact Colin Simpson at colinsimpson@me.com. If you would be prepared to offer
even a little of your time it would be much appreciated.
Colin Simpson

THE SIMULATOR
The simulator team have recently made changes that have improved the
experience significantly. Firstly the PC running the software has been changed to
a more powerful one and
secondly the viewer’s
screen (as opposed to the
cockpit screen) has been
replaced with a better
model. The clarity of the
display for both the pilot
and the observing public
is much improved, it’s now
possible to land outside
the GHC hangar and see
gliders parked outside!
As expected the simulator is proving popular with visitors. We do have a generator
to supply the electrical power though this is yet to be tested. If successful the
intention is to take the simulator to one or more of the external events in 2017 that
the GHC normally supports – eg the Blackbushe Air Day, the Brooklands Open Day.

The ‘Beast’ Has New Playmates
(Paul Myers, Bowland Forest Gliding Club)

As we set off from Preston at 0600hrs on 10th November with the Beast in tow Henry, Yvonne and I had mixed emotions.
Alison who is also a syndicate member unfortunately could not join us. We were taking the Beast to its final resting place,
no not Hell, Lasham where the Gliding Heritage Centre is based.
What on earth do people who preserve Gulls, Scuds, and Primary gliders want with a YS53 you may ask? Well it is not a
Minimoa; but in terms of its rarity it is the only YS53 still flying probably the only one in existence, and it is the last British
two seater to be manufactured. There is only one other T53 (the Slingsby manufactured earlier version) in the UK and
that is owned by the Aviation Preservation Society of Scotland based at Portmoak. So in answer to the question, when
I offered to donate the glider to them they bit my hand off.
We have had a lot of fun with the glider, wave flying, entering the two seater comp, flying friends and frightening people
with the Beast spin. Unfortunately a shrinking syndicate and not flying it enough meant that it was becoming less viable
to operate; we did consider trying to sell it but, it didn’t owe us much and we would have hated to read that some numpty
had written it (and probably themselves)
off. So we thought we would send it
somewhere where the pilots are used to
unusual flying characteristics and it would
be pampered for its remaining years.
We arrived at Lasham via the wrong
entrance (thanks Tom Tom) and had to be
let in and escorted to the Heritage Hangar
where we were met by an excited group of
individuals. They gave us a brew and then
we demonstrated the rigging process.
Due to the Beasts ‘interesting’ spin
characteristics and tendency to eat small
children I wanted to fly with a couple of
their senior people and show them what it The YS53 ‘Beast’ in its new home alongside a Capstan and a Grunau, above it is
a K3 (V tail) fore-runner to the K8 and the first glider with a metal tube fuselage.
was capable of. Even if I had to fly as P2
at Lasham, having not flown there before.
No problem, they had set it up with the Lasham CFI that I would be demonstrating the glider and we just got on with it.
I first flew with Gary Pullen one of their senior inspectors and instructor and a very knowledgeable guy. He was tall so
we had to take out all the cushions. We had a 4000ft tow, me warning him of impressive spin characteristics, only to
be let down and embarrassed yet again by the Beast (it hadn’t finished having fun with us just yet): it was reasonably
benign due to his weight. I then flew another senior Instructor and ex CFI Peter Molloy who asked for his regards to be
passed to Bob Pet, he was lighter and I was able to demonstrate a real Beast spin. I then gave him the glider but for
some reason he elected not to spin it himself!
The afternoon was getting on and Yvonne wanted to fly, she conquered her Beast aerotow gremlin and also spun it
herself. There was then just time for a final flight with one of their members, Paul Halliday, who could not wait to have a
fly. We landed just as the sun was setting and as a Boeing 737 was waiting at the end of the runway to depart; surreal!
A very successful afternoon; I had been allowed to instruct at the mecca of gliding and the three of us felt better about
leaving the Beast there. They were so complimentary about it and genuinely pleased to have it in the Heritage collection.
If anyone is down near Lasham I would recommend going to see the Heritage Centre they have a fantastic collection of
rare or unique gliders which they showed us with a brilliant guided tour. Some are famous such as the one that holds the
UK duration record at 33 hours 15 minutes. They already have enough gliders to fill the second hangar and they have
already almost raised about two thirds of the necessary funds to build it. Even better join them; it is only £24 and they
are a great group and if suitably qualified you may get to fly some very interesting aircraft.
That evening they treated us to a meal in their clubhouse and we sat close to Peter Kynsey who is Chief Pilot of
the Fighter Collection at Duxford; what an interesting man. All three of us also had to give an impromptu 30 second
introduction or we would be fined!! - All funds to the Hangar.
So the Beast has a new home and new friends to play with and a really great bunch of enthusiasts to take care of it. I
just hope it behaves itself; I would be very embarrassed if they opened the Hangar doors one morning to find a bite out
of the rudder of a priceless vintage glider!

UPDATE ON GLIDERS

The following gliders are insured to fly and airworthy :- Oly 463, Prefect, Skylark 3f, Steinadler, Swallow, and YS53. Note
the Steinadler and YS53 both can’t be flying at the same time. During the winter the wings and tail of Oly 2b (BGR) are
being recovered. The intention is to have it flying again by the Spring. Early 2017 and the GHC CoM will discuss which
gliders we want to have insured for the 2017 soaring season. Ideally we’d like to have all of the potentially airworthy
gliders flying, but from the financial perspective it just isn’t sensible unless the current amount of flying being done
increases substantially.

Ka3: After the repairs to the tail were completed by

Gary Pullen this was test flown on the 5th June: two
winch launches, the first by Gary and the second
by Howard Torode. All was not well as the glider
nearly beat the winch cable back to the ground
on both occasions! The Ka3 should have a L/D of
about 17-18 but the reckoning was it was struggling
to achieve 10. Howard is the chairman of the BGA
technical committee and an aeronautics boffin. He
noted that the wing struts couldn’t have been the originals as they were
round and should have had an aerofoil shape. Howard’s calculations
showed the two wing struts were creating twice the profile drag of both
wings! So the Ka3 won’t be flying again until new struts have been made
that have an appropriate shape.

Foka 4: The two year restoration of the Foka has been completed. As
it’s an EASA glider and not Annex 2 it has to be transitioned. This is an
intensive (and expensive!) process and all of the documentation has now
been submitted to the BGA. The goal is to have this splendid glider flying
in the Spring.

Scott Viking:
This was first flown at Lasham on the 15th May with Gary
Pullen the pilot. It’s flown a number of times since and we’re
very happy with what is truly a historic glider. It’s been taken off
insurance for the Winter but should return as one of our flyable
gliders in the Spring.

Scud II appeal
Dear members:

We have recently been offered the opportunity to obtain
the Scud II glider for the GHC at Lasham from the
Shuttleworth trust. This is a unique and historic glider from
the Abbott Baynes stable. It would also bring together
the Scud I (replica), the Scud II and the Scud III in one
place. This is an opportunity of which the directors of the
GHC feel we need to take advantage. The Shuttleworth
trust being a charity also have to recoup the amount of
money they paid for the Scud when they purchased it from
the late Laurie Woodage. Therefore we are launching an
appeal for £5,000 to purchase this glider. We already have
3 donors who have pledged about £3,000 between them.
We are therefore looking for about £2,000 to complete the
purchase. Perhaps a £100 donation?
If you would be willing to pledge towards the acquisition of
this glider then please contact me by email at membership@
glidingheritage.org.uk

Note this glider was not built by Abbott Baynes. Construction
was started by Eric Collins working from plans at Dunstable in
1932. However, it had not been completed when he was killed
attempting an outside loop (“bunt”) in a Grunau Baby whilst
performing for Alan Cobham’s Flying Circus in 1935. Slingsbys
finished the glider and it has a Slingsby build number – c/n 215b.

We would like to thank David Bramwell for the time and
effort that he has put in on our behalf to obtain this glider
Mark Wills (on behalf of the GHC board of directors)

TASK WEEK 13th – 19th August 2016

(This is a reprint of an article produced for the October edition of Lasham’s ‘Rising Air’ magazine).

Notable flights
•

Richard Moyse in his Sky who did the O/R Hembury Hill (near Honiton) task, 324 km, on the 14th August. This was
the day that saw the furthest away out landings – Peter Bunnage in his K6e near Sherborne, and Derek Copeland
in the Bocian a bit to the SW of Sturminster Newton.

•

Another great flight on the 14th was that of Andy
Aveling and Gary Coppin in the GHC Steinadler.
They completed a bit over a 200 km closed circuit
task, a slight step down in performance from flying
the Arcus T!

•

The 5th day on the 17th, L–Harting–Butser–
Basingstoke–L, was a real grovel. Zoe Mallom got
round it flying the GHC Oly 2b which was some
achievement. It was decided this was the most
meritorious flight of the task week so Zoe won the
Geoffrey Stephenson award.

•

Whilst they weren’t set tasks there’s another
couple of flights on the 17th that deserve mention,
one especially so! Justin Wills (son of the late and
very famous Philip) flew his 1937 Rhonbussard
from Lasham to turn the Long Mynd and then
soared back to Nympsfield, a quite astonishing
flight.

•

Kadet returns to terra firma at Clench Common

Richard Moyse was also trying to get to Nympsfield in his 1943 Slingsby Kadet.
Okay, he only made it to Clench Common (south of Marlborough) for 55 km but that
was still a great flight in a glider that has a quoted best L/D glide performance of 15.

The Winner
The weather was reasonably kind for once. Okay no straightforward days and most were
challenging to very challenging for vintage gliders – let alone their pilots! However, we
flew on every day apart from the last one, the 19th. Over the week 30 pilots participated
in 23 different gliders.
The winner by a considerable margin was Alan Baker (left) who flew the GHC Olympia
463 on every day, second ‘Team 127’ flying their Olympia 2b, and third Derek Copeland
in the Bocian – Derek was second as an individual pilot.		
Especial thanks to Richard Moyse and Rob McEvoy. Richard ran the briefings and set
the tasks, Rob did the scoring.

Task Week Winner: Alan Baker

STOP PRESS!
The Eon Eton arrived at Lasham on Wednesday 25th January
after Gary Pullen, Paul Haliday, and Glyn Bradney retrieved
it from RAFM Stafford. The fabric of the starboard wing, top
surface, will need attention before the glider can be put on
display. RAFM Stafford is an amazing place, GB and PH intend
to write an account of their visit for the next edition of Lasham’s
Rising Air.

(Photo: Paul Haliday)

We are always keen to recruit new members. If you know of anyone with an interest in aviation please pass on our
details. Visit our website: www.glidingheritage.org.uk or email: enquiry@glidingheritage.org.uk

